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Reports are coming 

 

Attention students and parents…. Half yearly reports are just 

around the corner. In fact they’ll be making their way home in week 10 on the 5th 

of July. 

 

You’ll notice a few differences. Students will get an overall grade for Key learning 

areas and subjects within English and Mathematics. They will also receive an 

 overall description for their effort ranging from excellent to poor (of course you 

would encourage your child to aim for good or excellent). 

 

At Thomas Acres PS our students are given a tick against various ‘I can’ statement 

for each learning area. This fits well with our ‘Formative Assessment’ journey, 

which aims to involve students more effectively in their own learning. In all our 

classes teachers and students are starting to use and expand on learning goals, 

success criteria (I can statements) along with feedback and checking in  

strategies between teachers and students. Students are starting to demonstrate 

an ability to reflect on and talk about what they need to do to progress in their 

learning. 

 

As a school, we have tried to make this process more reflective of our school  

reports hence the ‘I can’ statements. 

 

Parents please note that while overall achievement (Outstanding, High, Sound, 

Basic and Limited) in each Key Learning Area is important and it is good to know 

that our children are doing well I would encourage you to celebrate growth,  

hard-work and a positive attitude. These are the things that overtime at school 

and beyond will make the biggest difference and will prepare students for a  

successful and resilient life. 
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As it is now ‘report’ season I would like to take this opportunity to thank our hard-working and dedicated 

staff who care about their student both in class and across the school. Our amazing teachers continue to  

improve in their teaching (because of their commitment and passion to be the best they can be) by providing 

quality learning experience to engage, support and extend our students. Our staff seriously aim to support 

and improve all of our students and their tireless effort in this is to be commended. 

 

Thank you too, to our students for your hard-work, good manners, ability to work with others and positive 

approach to learning so far this year. Thanks also to those of you who have made great progress and changes 

in your behaviour and learning this year. Keep trying boys and girls and never give up. Education has the power 

to open many doors in your future.  

 

 

Lastly thanks parents and carers who support and encourage their children and teach them those life skills 

and values that help them to be successful at school and life. (I’d like to give also a special thanks to our 

 parent volunteers in the classrooms, in the canteen and P&C, who also make such a difference to children 

across the whole school.) 

 

 

EDVENTURE should be a great learning Adventure 

 

As of this week all students K-6 will be involved in one EDVenture session a week in one form or another. 

 

EDVenture is about giving students what they want (learning related of course). We all do better and get 

more involved in things that we enjoy or that interest us. We are aiming to provide some additional fun and 

choice to our students learning. 

 

In Kindergarten students have the opportunity to rotate between a range of exciting activities in a play base 

environment. Some of these include cooking, beading, toy construction, box construction, percussion, art, 

dance and yoga. 

 

In stage 1 students rotate every two weeks between a range of engaging activities that they indicated I 

nterest in. These include cooking, drama, dance, art, drumming, computers and coding. 

 

In years 3-6 children have had a say about what they’d like to learn. This formed the basis of our successful 

EDVenture taste tester day a few weeks ago. From this our students got to select their favourite learning 

experiences which are woodwork, coding, islander dance, art, engineering/lego, science/cooking, drama and 

craft. Our dance students will continue to be involved in their passion for 2018. All going well the 10 week  

program will be extended in 2019. 
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More learning time is coming in Term 3 (less morning assemblies). Quick … get to school… class 

is starting at 8.55am sharp. 

 

Next term we will be collapsing all morning assemblies except for Mondays (more on that in a moment). Here 

at TAPS we don’t want to waste a single minute of learning. For Tuesday through to Friday we will ask students 

to head straight to class when the music starts at 8.53am. Students will go straight to their class and meet 

their teacher there. This will mean we gain an extra 10 to 15 minutes of learning time each day (Tuesday to 

Friday). It is now more important than ever that children don’t come to school late. As now late comers will 

miss out on even more vital learning time. (The morning is prime time. Research supports this for young learn-

ers.) 

 

School executive and support staff will be placed around the school to ensure all students get to class sensibly 

and quickly. 

 

Monday morning assemblies will still continue for the whole school so we can share messages, set the tone and 

give out Character Education (PBL) awards and information. 

 

 

 

Reconnect Meets (Half Yearly interviews) 

 

Next Term in week 2 we will once again meet with students and parents to celebrate learning, discuss reports 

and student learning goals and their progress. Students will once again play a key role in celebrating goals 

achieved and setting future goals. Parents and teachers will also communicate with each other and students to 

plan for future success. 

 

 

 

Naidoc Week Soon 

 

Once again Naidoc Week approaches and it is a great chance to celebrate our indigenous students and culture. 

Naidoc week will run at TAPS from Monday the 2nd of July through to Friday the 6th of July. Students will get 

to see a special performance on Monday the 2nd. There will also be a whole school assembly on Tuesday the 3rd. 

Over the week students will be engaged in learning to develop their knowledge and understanding of our Indig-

enous culture and history. 

 

Grandfriend’s Day & Book Parade & Open Day 

 

In week 3 next term it is officially Education Week. On Thursday, the 9th of August we will be hosting our 

open day – grand-friend’s day and book parade. (Yes all at once… it will be a big one). Stay tuned for more in-

formation and free up the date if you can. 
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Morning and afternoon drop off – it’s illegal to leave the car. Pedestrians please use the 

crossing 

 

Once again it has come to my attention that parents are parking outside the school in the drop off zone. 

Please note that this is illegal and both the police and RTA have been asked to patrol this. Also, and more 

 importantly it can be dangerous for our students. On another matter, some students and families cross the 

road in the afternoon. This is also illegal and dangerous. Please tell your children to cross at the pedestrian. 

 

 

*Morning and afternoon drop off – it’s illegal to leave the car. Pedestrians please use the crossing 

 

*Once again it has come to my attention that parents are parking outside the school in the drop off zone. 

 Please note that this is illegal and both the police and RTA have been asked to patrol this. Also, and more  

importantly it can be dangerous for our students. On another matter, some students and families cross the road 

 in the afternoon. This is also illegal and dangerous. Please tell your children to cross at the pedestrian. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Thanks, Congratulations & Well wishes 

 

 

Thanks to Miss Vamvas and Mrs McKay for providing our Jnr Dancers with the opportunity to perform at  

the Rugby League on Sunday during halftime. The students were amazing with both talent and attitude despite 

the day being long, cold and windy. Thanks also to students and parents for getting them there. 

 

Best wishes to our Snr Dance who were once again successful in being selected to perform at the Ultimo 

Dance 

 Festival. Well done Mrs Byrne on your hard work and well done too boys and girls. I’m looking forward to 

 seeing them perform next Tuesday. 

 

Good luck to our Debating team who are going to Bradbury PS today to debate. I saw them at our school a  

few weeks ago against Curran PS and I must say I was very impressed with their efforts to communicate and 

persuade. Good luck today and thanks to Miss Collins and Mrs Puntoriero for coaching and providing this  

opportunity. 

 

Well done to all our students involved in Public Speaking in a class or stage level. Next week our school 

 winners will represent us in the Zone Public Speaking final. Alannah Bruin and Lacey Johnson will represent 

Stage 3 and Ella Burgess and Dani Moyer will represent Stage 2. Thanks teachers and students for your ef-

forts and work in public speaking. I especially loved those children who had a go (public speaking is actually  

one of the scariest things that most people will attempt). A special thanks to Mrs Sannio and Mrs Houlton 

 for your leadership in this area. 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


