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Welcome to 
Thomas Acres!

• Our school has a warm and friendly environment

where all children are challenged to reach their full

potential.

In an increasingly complex and challenging world,

the education of our students is grounded with

academic achievement and the holistic development

of social skills and confidence.

• The Kindergarten program at TAPS aims to create an

environment where children learn through a mix of

student-centred learning, hands-on activities and

teacher directed learning, which are engaging and

appropriate to their developmental level.



Information

Our school website includes up to date information including

policies, newsletters and notes, and Department of Education

information.

The ‘Sentral for Parents’ app is our key point of contact for

payments, attendance and communication.

We also have active Facebook pages for our school community

and P&C which are a great way to stay up to date on special

events, photos and videos, or mass communications from staff.



NSW K-6 Curriculum

English

Mathematics

Science and Technology

Creative Arts

Human Society 
& its 
Environment

Physical Education, 
Health & Physical 
Education

Additional Activities



Additional Learning 
Opportunities
⮚ Sports in Schools Australia

⮚ STEAM Studio + Lab

⮚ Excursions

⮚ Incursions

⮚ Assembly

⮚ Library

⮚ Character education

⮚ Developmental play

⮚ Playground activities



Health & 
Individual 
Needs

Inform the school, and provide documentation if applicable if

your child has:

• Medical Condition e.g. anaphylaxis, asthma, epilepsy,

diabetes – you will need a health care plan and/or ASCIA

action plan from your child’s doctor

• Allergies (mild to moderate) e.g. food, insects, skin irritants

• Special Learning Needs e.g. hearing, vision, mental health,

specific diagnoses

• Needs regular medication administered at school

• NDIS or External Service Providers

Let us know as early as possible so we can work together to

develop plans to support your child!



Support 
Staff

Class teachers provide differentiated classroom

instruction to cater for individual needs. Further

adjustments can inform Individual Learning Plans or

Personal Learning Pathways which will be regularly

discussed with carers.

⮚ AP Kindergarten

⮚ AP Curriculum & 
Instruction

⮚ AP Learning & Support

⮚ EAL/D teacher

⮚ School Counsellors

⮚ Aboriginal Education 
Officer

⮚ Community Liaison Officer

⮚ Learning Support Officers



Behaviour



Attendance
It is important for your child to attend school each day for their intellectual
and social development. It is also a requirement by law.



Absences
If your child is absent our system will automatically send you an SMS

that you can reply to with the specific reason for absence. If preferred,

you can write a note for your child’s teacher.

Any absence over 3 days will require a medical certificate.

Sample explanation:

My child John Smith in class KB was away on Monday
10th February. He had a fever and a positive COVID
test.



Before / After School Care
YMCA are our recommended provider.



Please see our front office staff

when you are ready to complete

your child’s enrolment.

Enrolment 
Procedures The Department of Education requires the following

before children start school:

⮚ 100-point residential address check

⮚ Birth certificate

⮚ Immunisation records



Is my child ready? 
LEGAL REQUIREMENTS:

• Your child can start Kindergarten at the beginning of the 

school year if they turn five on or before 31 July in that year

• All children must be enrolled by their 6th birthday.



Is my child ready? 
SELF-MANAGEMENT SKILLS: 

• Use the toilet, wipe, and wash hands independently (urinals for boys)

• Blow their nose

• Open lunch containers and drink bottles

• Dress themselves (buttons, zips, sleeves, shoes)

• Pack and unpack items in their bags

MOTOR SKILLS: 

• Hold a pencil or crayon

• Use scissors safely

• Run, jump, climb and play ball



Is my child ready? 
COMMUNICATION SKILLS: 

• Be understood by an unfamiliar adult when speaking

• Tell someone when they need help

• Follow simple instructions

• Share talking time with others

SOCIAL SKILLS: 

• Generally get along with other children

• Play independently for short periods of time

• Recognise basic emotions and manage them appropriately



First Days of 
Kindergarten

For 2025 Kindergarten students are expected to begin classes on

Thursday 6 February.

Families may have the chance for a brief check-in with teachers

or teacher’s aides before or after school, but for detailed,

complex or confidential matters we encourage you to book an

uninterrupted meeting through the teacher or office staff.

8:55 Morning bell – Years 1-6

10:00 Kindy arrival and welcome in hall
(Day 1 only, arrive at front gate by 8:55am 
each school day after this)

10:00-
2:30

Kindy classes begin
Lessons, eating times, play

2:30 Kindy pick-up from front gate
(First few weeks only. Kindy staff will notify 
families when students are ready to complete 
full days and will send notes home to 
nominate preferred pick-up gates)

Day 1



First Days of 
Kindergarten

Students should pack their school bag with a:

⮚ Healthy snack (for ‘fruit break’)

⮚ A healthy lunch

⮚ A water bottle

Consider healthy food options with your child:

⮚ Food that is familiar, easy to eat independently, and not
too messy.

⮚ Pre-cut items such as oranges, celery and carrot

⮚ Open packaging (partly or completely)

⮚ Experiment with different types of breads, rolls, wraps or
muffins for variety.

⮚ Limit sweets, chips and treats.

⮚ Water could be flavoured with fruit or juice.

Please do not make lunch order from the canteen in the first
few weeks as our break times will not match the rest of the
school!

Food & Drink



First Days of 
Kindergarten

Make the first day as enjoyable as possible by ensuring your family is

prepared. Allow time to:

⮚ Have a healthy breakfast.

⮚ Get to school safely and on time.

⮚ Discuss what to expect during the day.

Have a positive attitude!

⮚ Demonstrate your trust in the teacher and your enthusiasm about

school and learning.

⮚ A short reassuring goodbye with a reminder you’ll see them after

school encourages independence.

⮚ Talk positively about the first days showing special interest in any

work they bring home

If in doubt trust the guidance of your child’s teacher for further

strategies to ensure the first days are as stress-free as possible for

parents and children

Stay positive!



The ‘Best Start’ Kindergarten Assessment is

conducted with all NSW Kindergarten students. It

identifies student’s existing literacy and numeracy

skills on entry to Kindergarten.

Thomas Acres will complete these as interviews in

the early days of term 1 during school time.

No preparation or ‘study’ is required!

‘Best Start’ 
Assessment



How can I help prepare my child? 
• Encourage play. Play develops social skills, creativity and

communication. Play helps children cooperate and manage feelings.

⮚ Practice turn taking and sharing with other children

⮚ Encourage them to pack up after play.

• Allow your child to stay with relatives or friends for short periods of

time to help them understand you will be back to collect them.



How can I help prepare my child? 
Have ‘practice’ school days where children:

⮚ Use a bedtime and morning routine

⮚ Dress themselves in their uniforms

⮚ Pack and carry their school bag

⮚ Use lunch box lunches

Practice school skills: 

⮚ Hold pencils, textas, crayons, paintbrushes

⮚ Use scissors and glue safely

⮚ Read together and talk about the story

⮚ Discuss your child’s daily activities



Suggested School Resources

For Students For Classroom

School bag

Lunch box

Water bottle (no glass)

Library bag

School hat

Paint shirt (optional)

Spare clothes (including 

underwear and socks)

1x box of tissues

1x paper towel rolls

1x pump sanitiser

4x large glue stick (Bostik 

and UHU are best)

Whiteboard markers (4 pack)



LABEL EVERYTHING!

Name!

Name!

Name!



School Uniform
• NEW UNIFORMS: purchased at Lowe’s at

Macarthur Square after November 7th.

• SECOND-HAND UNIFORMS: donated second-hand

uniforms are resold at just $5 each from the office

between 10am-2pm (money raised used to

purchase student resources.

• SPORTS UNIFORM: not required, students to wear

appropriate items and sports shoes. Students may

be invited to wear colours of their ‘house’ for sports

carnivals.

• ABORIGINAL CULTURAL SHIRT: Optional uniform

add-on for all students and staff that can be

ordered through school twice per year.



Usual School 
Routines

8:55 Morning bell

9:00 Roll call

Morning session: 
Lessons, fruit break, brain breaks

10:55 Eating time – lunch

11:05 Playtime 

11:35 Lining up with class

Middle session: 
Lessons, brain breaks

1:25 Eating and playtime – Recess

1:55 Lining up with class

Afternoon session:
Lessons

2:55 Afternoon bell
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